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 A lot has happened since our last walk Around the Block.  

We've had a couple snow days, lost a microwave, spent a Shabbos 

in Chesterfield, sold soƳŜ ǇƛȊȊŀǎΧ ŀ ǾŜǊȅ ŜȄŎƛǘƛƴƎ ǘƛƳŜ indeed!  

Our Chesterfield Shabbaton, as you will hopefully read about later 

in this issue, was amazing, thanks to the hard work of our 

dedicated Student Council.  A special thanks to President Mika 

Krantman, VP Shira Kandel, Mrs. Fremerman, and Mrs. Friedman 

for all the phone calls, late nights, and last minute errands.  It was 

definitely a success!   

 One of the main themes of our Shabbaton was achdus, unity.  

Achdus, especially achdus for the right purpose, is difficult to 

obtain.  United, the Jewish people can create a golden calf and 

sin; or, united, the Jewish people can build a Mishkan, a sanctuary 

for G-d.  In our small school, our small community, our small 

Jewish people, we often forget the importance of uniting with a 

proper goal.  As Rabbi Rosenbloom explained to us, every unique 

tribe had its own way of serving in the Mishkan, its own role in 

building and enhancing it.  The only way the Jewish people, the 

twelve different and separate tribes each with unique strengths 

and weaknesses, were able to survive, was when they had a clear 

goal in front of them: serving HaShem in the Mishkan.  This 

ultimate goal united the people, brought their differences 

together, and enabled them to live peacefully.  Similarly, as we 

saw over Shabbos, we, the Block girls, can unite, and we can unite 

for the right purpose:  to learn, to sing, and to grow.  When we 

have the right goal in front of us, reaching this level of achdus 

ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ǎŜŜƳ ǎƻ ŘƛŦŦƛŎǳƭǘ ŀƴȅƳƻǊŜΦ  hŦ ŎƻǳǊǎŜΣ ǘƘŜ ŎƘƻƭŜƴǘ ǿŜ ƘŀŘ 

ŦƻǊ ƭǳƴŎƘ ƘŜƭǇŜŘ ŀ ōƛǘ ǘƻƻΧ 

 L ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎ ŎƘŜŜǎȅΣ ōǳǘ ƭŜǘΩǎ go for a walk Around the Block. 

  

Ayelet Ozar, editor 
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²ƘŀǘΩǎ ƛƴǎƛŘŜΥ 
 

Student Council President Mika 
shares memories from our 
ǊŜŎŜƴǘ /ƘŜǎǘŜǊŦƛŜƭŘ {ƘŀōōŀǘƻƴΧ 
 

Sheera updates us on the recent 
Chessed activities the 
enthusiastic Block girls have 
ōŜŜƴ ōǳǎȅ ǿƛǘƘΧ 
 

Abi informs us about recent 
ŎƻƴǘǊƻǾŜǊǎƛŀƭ ǘŜŎƘƴƻƭƻƎȅΧ 
 

Avigayil expresses a common 
sentiment toward standardized 
ǘŜǎǘƛƴƎΧ 
 

Esther interviews Gaby 
Raileanu, who recently ran in 
ǘƘŜ ¢ŜŀƳ [ƛŦŜƭƛƴŜ ƳŀǊŀǘƘƻƴΧ 
 

Mme White corners us with 
ŎƻƭƭŜƎŜΧ 
 

Farryn reports on the effects of 
Highway 40Ωǎ ŎƭƻǎƛƴƎΧ 
 

Aliza tells of the problems in 
Darfur, and how we can solve 
ǘƘŜƳΧ 
 

CB discusses presidential 
primaries and upcoming 
ŜƭŜŎǘƛƻƴǎΧ 
 

Devo puzzles us with 
ŎǊƻǎǎǿƻǊŘǎΧ 
 

Block alumna Tamar Garbow 
ǿǊƛǘŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ LǎǊŀŜƭΧ 
 

 

 

 



Chesterfield Shabbaton Unites the Girls School 

Mika Krantman, Student Council President 

 
 One of the most successful 
Shabatons in Block history took place this 
past Shabbos in Chesterfield. There were 
several reasons why student council chose 
this location. Besides the fact that a large 
portion of our student body resides in 
Chesterfield, this small community is a very 
hospitable place. The hosts were terrific 
and not only did they house the girls they 
also prepared scrumptious Friday night 
meals for them.  
 After Shul Friday night, each girl ate 
dinner with her host family. Later we all 
met at the Oneg which took place at the 
5ǊǳȄƳŀƴǎΩ ƘƻƳŜΦ 9ǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ ŜƴƧƻȅŜŘ ǘƘŜ 
innovative games and insightful Dvar Torah 
from Sheera Hirschhorn, and later in the 
evening, Rabbi Munk spoke. We barely 
noticed that it was already past eleven 
when we each returned to our hosts for the 
night.  
 The next morning everyone went to 
T.I.C.K. to daven. Afterwards we were 
treated to a delicious catered meal 
prepared by Mrs. Kandel and Reservations. 
Tamar Levy and Tova Kay treated everyone 
to Divrei Torah after which Rabbi Goldson 

addressed the girls. Much singing raised our 
spirits and we had quite a surprise when 
Mr. Master showed up, decked out in his 
yarmulka.  
 After the meal we enjoyed listening 
to a fascinating talk given by Rabbi Staum. 
²Ŝ ƘŀŘ ŀ ǎƘƻǊǘ άǊŜǎǘ ǘƛƳŜέ ƛƴ ǿƘƛŎh we 
each returned to our host homes to wind 
ŘƻǿƴΦ [ŀǘŜǊ ŦƻǊ άǎƘƻƭƻǎƘ ǎŜǳŘƻǘέ ǿŜ ǿŜǊŜ 
the guests of Mrs. Winter who prepared a 
lovely meal for us. Abi Epstein gave a short 
5ǾŀǊ ¢ƻǊŀƘ ŦƻƭƭƻǿŜŘ ōȅ aǊǎΦ ²ƛƴǘŜǊΩǎ 
insightful words, bringing Shabbos to a 
close.  
 After Shabbos the girls enjoyed 
bowling at Brunswick in Chesterfield. All in 
all, the Shabaton was great success. Much 
of the credit goes to the hard work and 
dedication of the many girls who made it 
happen. Ayelet and Ahuva brought 
homemade brownies and cookies, Mrs. 
aǳƴƪΩǎ ƳƻǘƘŜǊ ōŀƪŜŘ /ƘŀƭƭŀƘ ŦƻǊ ŜŀŎƘ ƻŦ 
the hosting families, and Shira Kandel 
coordinated the meals and helped arrange 
the hosting. Thank you everyone for making 
it a Shabbos we will all fondly remember. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Chessed chessed  chessed  

Sheera Hirschhorn 
 

 The Block girls have been so busy 
doing so many acts of Chessed! Young Israel 
had a beautiful dinner but unfortunately 
there were so many dirty dishes to clean 
afterwards, so, whom did they call? BLOCK 
GIRLS to the rescue! Sara Esrig, Adira 
Axelbaum and Sarah Jampolsky spent hours 
of their time scrubbing dishes until all were 
spotless. Way to go girls! As a school, we 
are collecting cans to give to the Jewish 
Food Pantry. Our school goal is 200 cans 
ŀƴŘ ǿŜ ŀǊŜƴΩǘ ǎƻ far off. We would 
appreciate anyone and everyone who 
would like to help in our collection. We are 
also continuing our regular Chessed 

projects. Girls still go to the Kornblums and 
we enjoy doing whatever is needed! On 
Sundays groups of girls go to the Crown 
Center and help serve dinner to the elderly. 
We have a lot of fun doing that! Another 
Chessed at the Crown Center is writing 
letters by e-mail to the residents in the 
computer class. They really enjoy getting e-
mails each time they open their computers. 
Another tremendous Chessed was when 
our very own Gaby Raileanu ran a marathon 
ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ƻŦ /Ƙŀƛ [ƛŦŜƭƛƴŜΦ tƭŜŀǎŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ 
hesitate to call the Block girls to do Chessed 
ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳΗΗ  ²ŜΩǊŜ ŀ ǾŜǊȅ ŜƴǘƘǳǎƛŀǎǘƛŎ ƎǊƻǳǇΦ 

 

THE BUZZ IN THE UK 
Abigail Epstein

 

 In 2005 a device that emits high-
pitched sounds was released to the world 
market. This device, The Mosquito, was 
initially meant for the police force and 
shopkeepers to use, as a means of keeping 
the youth from loitering. The Mosquito was 
created to reduce the size of unwanted 
anti-social gatherings in the UK and as an 
attempt to reduce the crime rate. Some 
people find this to be a violation of Human 
Rights. The Mosquito is not a painful sound 
but it is simply annoying to people. The 
sound produced is a pitch so high (17.4 kHz 
frequency) that most people over the age of 
ǘǿŜƴǘȅ ŎŀƴΩǘ ƘŜŀǊ ƛǘΦ IƻǿŀǊŘ {ǘŀǇƭŜǘƻƴΣ ǘƘŜ 
inventor of the Mosquito, had his device 
manufactured by Compound Security 
System. The company illustrates the 

aƻǎǉǳƛǘƻ ŀǎ ŀƴ άǳƭǘǊŀǎƻƴƛŎ ǘŜŜƴŀƎŜ 
ŘŜǘŜǊǊŜƴǘέΦ !ƭǘƘƻǳƎƘ Ƴŀƴȅ ǘŜŜƴŀƎŜǊǎ ǿŜǊŜ 
initially upset by the technology, some have 
taken it and created a new ringtone for cell 
phones. Similar to the original technology, 
the Teen Buzz Ringtone, or Mosquitotone, 
cŀƴΩǘ ōŜ ƘŜŀǊŘ ōȅ Ƴƻǎǘ ŀŘǳƭǘǎ ŀƴŘ Ŏŀƴ 
therefore be used in classrooms for 
students to know if they have received a 
text message without their teacher being 
aware. The debate continues between 
Compound Security System and the human 
rights group, Liberty, about the necessity of 
the Mosquito. Meanwhile more and more 
devices are being bought around the globe 
to try and stop the anti-social gathering of 
teenagers.

Sources: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Mosquito, http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Teen_Buzz, 

http://www.cnn.com/2008/WORLD/europe/02/12/uk.mosquito/index.html

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Mosquito
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Teen_Buzz
http://www.cnn.com/2008/WORLD/europe/02/12/uk.mosquito/index.html


Highw ay 40 Troubles  
Farryn Treisman 

 
 Have you experienced heavy traffic? 
Not many University City people 
understand how aggravating traffic can be. 
Since the recent closure of Highway 40, 
traveling has taken quite a bit longer than 
normal for those of us from Chesterfield.  
St. Louis is not used to 
having major traffic 
problems, so the closure 
of Highway 40 has really 
shown people what 
traffic congestion is like. 
The closing of interstate 
64 has become the 
largest highway 
construction project in 
state history. The project 
was given over to 
Gateway Constructors, and they plan to 
rebuild the roadway, all bridges, and 12 
interchanges along the stretch. They also 
plan to add a lane in each direction 
between Interstate 170 and Spoede. The 
group promised to finish before December 
31, 2009, which is months ahead of the 
previous October 2010 deadline. Gateway 
Constructors promised to stay within the 
$535 million dollar budget for this project. 
 Officials claim that the highway, 
built in the 1930s, is crumbling. The ramps 
were built for cars traveling no more than 
45 mph. There were plans to rebuild the 
highway for the past 15 years, but MoDOT 
only recently decided to hire a team to do 
the job.  
 Although this new improvement 
sounds amazing, what will happen to all the 

cars that previously traveled on highway 
40? Roads such as Olive, Page, and Ladue 
are now packed with even more cars. In 
order to handle traffic better, the state is 
trying to improve traffic signals and major 
connectors, such as Clayton Road and 

Forest Park Parkway, in 
order to help reduce traffic 
jams. 
 Many people were 
and still are opposed to the 
closing of the highway. 
There are many websites 
set up that talk about how 
terrible the closure is. They 
criticize the ideas of trying 
to fix the highways. People 
feel that it will now be 

costing everyone much more money, 
because we will be traveling greater 
distances, and therefore we will be using 
more gas. Many detours have been made, 
and people have been having a much more 
difficult time getting to and from work. 
Personally, getting to and from school has 
taken me much longer. Especially coming 
home from school -- it now takes me about 
50 minutes instead of 20. 
 Our recent snow and ice storms 
have resulted in major accidents, traffic 
jams, difficult driving as a result of the 
detours we now are obliged to take. [ŜǘΩǎ 
hope that the promised deadline of 
December 3l, 2009 will become a reality. 
Meanwhile, just do the best you can. 

 

 



DARFUR NOW  

Aliza Kay 
 

Throughout the last 

five years there has 

been genocide in 

Darfur, Sudan. It has 

claimed as many as 

400,000 lives and 

displaced more than 

2.5 million people. 

Thousands of innocent people are killed 

every month because of violence, disease, 

and displacement.  

Sudan is the largest country in 

Africa, located just south of Egypt on the 

eastern edge of the Sahara Desert. Darfur 

lies in western Sudan, and is about the 

size of Texas. Its population of 

approximately 6 million is among the 

poorest in Africa. The genocide in Darfur 

is the most recent genocide, lasting from 

2003 until now.  

It began in February 2003, when two 

rebel groups, the Sudanese Liberation 

Army/Movement (SLA/M) and the Justice 

and Equality Movement (JEM), arose 

against the Khartoum Sudanese 

government to protest poverty and 

neglect. The president, Al Bashir, 

responded aggressively by increasing 

arms and support to the Janjaweed, a 

group of 20,000 well trained militia. With 

government support the militia has wiped 

out entire villages and destroyed food and 

water supplies. Members of the militia 

have threatened, tortured, murdered, and 

raped hundreds of thousands of innocent 

Darfurians. In addition to having the 

advantage in numbers and expertise, the 

Sudanese military also has used unethical 

fighting methods, such as painting many 

of their aircrafts white, which is the same 

color as UN humanitarian aircrafts. 

Consequently, villagers do  

not know whether a plane is coming to 

save them or attack them.  

Approximately 1 million 

Darfurians still live in their villages, 

though they live with the constant fear of 

being attacked. The African Union was 

appointed as the peacekeeping force in 

Sudan. Around 7000 troops are in 

constant danger of being attacked or 

kidnaped. Also, because of the massive 

displacement of Darfurians, there is a 

major refugee crisis that is affecting 

{ǳŘŀƴΩǎ neighboring Chad and Central 

African Republic. The refugees are almost 

entirely dependent on the US and other 

humanitarian organizations for their basic 

needs. There are about 13,000 

humanitarian aid workers in 100 refugee 

camps. The workers face an increasing 

amount of government harassment. If 

Darfur loses this support, the death rate 

could reach 100,000 per month!  

China plays a major role in aiding 

the Sudanese government, acting as 

{ǳŘŀƴΩǎ ƭŀǊƎŜǎǘ ŦƻǊŜƛƎƴ ƛƴǾŜǎǘƻǊ ŀƴŘ 

trading partner in the world. China also 

wrote off $80 million from a Sudanese 

public debt and gave the government an 



unconditional $13 million loan. China also 

supplies Sudan with many weapons and 

weapon technologies.  

There have been peace 

agreements and resolutions passed to 

help with the situation, but unfortunately 

none of them has been enforced.  The 

Darfur Peace Agreement was signed on 

May 5, 2006 by the Khartoum 

and rebel group under extreme 

pressure from the UN and AU. 

However, the violence in Darfur 

continues. The current efforts to 

create a new agreement are 

being slowed down by Khartoum 

interference. 

Resolution 1706 authorized a 

peacekeeping force of 22,500 

troops to aid Darfur, but because 

of the elusive Sudanese government and 

the failure of UN states to enforce their 

will, less than 200 UN troops have actually 

been sent. Resolution 1769 was passed on 

July 31, 2007. It authorized deployment of 

a United Nations African Union Mission in 

Darfur (UNAMID) with more than 31,000 

troops. It will have the authority to take 

any necessary actions to protect the 

civilians. The full deployment of this force 

is not expected until mid-2008 and it is 

estimated to cost close to $2.5 billion a 

year. The UN member states agreed to 

fund the mission.  

There are many things that need 

to be done to end the genocide. There 

needs to be a ceasefire that will be 

respected by both sides of the war. The 

UNAMID also should be deployed as soon 

as possible, and a renewed peace 

agreement must be employed. In order 

for these conditions to be met the world 

leaders must make Darfur their top 

priority. China must also use its leverage 

with Khartoum to stop the fighting, and 

there must be continuous humanitarian 

aid.  

There are many small steps that 

one can take which will make a 

big difference for the people of 

Darfur. You can join a movement 

or local advocacy group to save 

Darfur, which will also keep you 

updated on the situation in 

Darfur. Another very important 

way to help is to pressure the 

international community to act. 

Petitions can be signed 

demanding world leaders to act 

now to save Darfur! Especially with the 

Olympics coming up in China, it is 

important to increase pressure on the 

Chinese government to use its leverage 

with Sudan to help control the genocide. 

Donations are also extremely important. 

It costs approximately $221 million to 

keep AU forces deployed in Darfur, not to 

mention the cost of humanitarian support 

for the refugees.  

There are websites where you can 

learn more about the current situation in 

Darfur, and where you can add your voice 

to those protesting the genocide. A movie 

called Darfur Now has been made, 

showing the heroic efforts of six 

individuals in their responses to the 

situations in Darfur. Act now to save the 

people in Darfur! 

www.standnow.org  

www.eyesondarfur.org  

www.darfurgenocide.org 

www.myspace.com/darfurnow 

http://www.standnow.org/
http://www.darfurgenocide.org/


THE PRESIDENTIAL RACE HEATS UP 

Chaya Bracha Morris 
 

 
 When people start to think about 
the elections many times they either think 
to themselves "BORING" or they think 
"Gosh, this is way too mind boggling and 
complicated for me. I just can't get my head 
wrapped around this." For those of you who 
think that one of the most exciting and vital 
occurrences of the year is boring, I don't 
know if I can be much help to you. If, on the 
other hand, your mind feels as jumbled as 
our Block microwaves when you think 
about the elections, believe me, I 
understand the feeling.  
            So let me begin at the most basic 
part of the election, voting.  
            Every single one of us, after we hit 
18, has the right to vote. The first big 
question is, why should every one of us care 
about this? An easy way to understand why 
we should care about voting is by 
comparing it to our home. Say one day your 
parents came to you and said, "From now 
on your curfew is at 6:30, you're not 
allowed to eat anything but tofu and 
broccoli, and we're painting your room a 
nauseating pink." Wouldn't your immediate 
reaction be "Hey, hey, hey, wait a minute! 
Don't I get some say in any of this??" Well, 
all our lives people older than us have been 
making huge decisions for us on how this 
country is run. When we turn 18 it's our 
turn to get up and say, "Hey, hey, hey, wait 
a minute! Don't I get some say in any of 
this??" That is one reason why we must 

vote. We can't whine about the "house- 
rules" being unfair or stupid if we haven't 
even taken the time to use the power we 
have to make the rules fair and smart. 
            A second very important part of 
voting is "voting smart". This is many times 
the more confusing part of voting. Many 
times it can get so detailed and mystifying 
that even the president probably wants to 
bury his mind in a book or move and never 
come up for air. There are just so many 
issues and so very many opinions out there 
ƛǘΩǎ ƘŀǊŘ ǘƻ ƪƴƻǿ ǿƘƻm to vote for. So 
ƘŜǊŜΩǎ ŀ ǿŀȅ ǘƻ ǎƛƳǇƭƛŦȅ ƛǘΥ мύ 5ŜŎƛŘŜ ǿƘŀǘ 
issues matter to you the most. Figure out 
where YOU stand on a few key issues (ŘƻƴΩǘ 
ŎƘƻƻǎŜ ȅƻǳǊ ƛǎǎǳŜǎ ƻƴ ǿƘŀǘ ȅƻǳǊ ƎǊŀƴŘƳŀΩǎ 
ŀǳƴǘΩǎ ōŜǎǘ ŦǊƛŜƴŘ ǿŀƴǘǎύΦ ²Ƙŀǘ Řƻ ȅƻǳ ŦŜŜƭ 
most passionately about? 
2) Do some research. Find out which 
ŎŀƴŘƛŘŀǘŜΩǎ ǊŜŎƻǊŘ ŀƴŘ ǾƛŜǿǇƻƛƴǘ ƳŀǘŎƘŜǎ 
yours the most closely. No candidate will 
match you perfectly (the whole country 
would have to be running for that to 
happen), but find the one who comes the 
nearest. 3) Get involved. Campaign, or even 
just talk to your friends and family about 
the candidate of your choice (you have this 
ƳǳŎƘ ǇƻǿŜǊ ŜǾŜƴ ƛŦ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ƴƻǘ 18 yet. 4) 
VOTE! 
If you decide where YOU personally stand 
on some key issues, then you can look for 
the candidate who best matches those 
issues. 

 
http://www .ontheissues.org (Senate Website) 
http://politics.nytimes.com/election-guide/2008/issues/index.html#/context=index/issue (New York 
Times) 

 
 

http://www.ontheissues.org/
http://politics.nytimes.com/election-guide/2008/issues/index.html#/context=index/issue


Here is a quick summary of the candidaǘŜǎΩ ǾƛŜws ƻƴ ŀ ŦŜǿ Ƙƻǘ ƛǎǎǳŜǎ ƛƴ 9ƭŜŎǘƛƻƴǎ ΩлуΦ 
                                     

  Clinton (D) Obama (D) Huckabee (R) McCain (R) 

Israel Supports Israel's 
self-defense; 
Palestinian 
people suffer but 
not because of 
Israel. Supports 
peace treaties. 

Allegedly pro-PLO 
in 1960; but pro-
Israel by 1981. 
(Jul 2007) 
Supported 
Palestine in 1998, 
before Bill officially 
did. 

Supports Israel 
as strategic ally, 
but respects 
Palestine. Israel 
should not give 
up West Bank or 
Golan Heights. 
(Nov 2007)  
Not yet ready for 
two-state 
solution for 
Israel & 
Palestine. (Nov 
2007) 

Palestine:  Against 
declaration of statehood. 
(Feb 1999) McCain 
sponsored the Jerusalem 
Embassy Act that 
declares it to be U.S. 
policy that Jerusalem 
remain an undivided city 
in which the rights of 
every ethnic religious 
group are protected 
(1999) . 
  

War in Iraq Voted in 2002 to 
authorize invasion, 
now opposed; 
opposed troop 
increase; start 
phased withdrawal 
within 60 days of 
taking office, with 
the goal to have 
most troops out by 
the end of 2013. 

Opposed invasion 
from the beginning; 
opposed troop 
increase; withdraw 
one or two 
brigades a month 
to finish within 16 
months. 

Supportive of 
decision to 
invade; was 
tentatively in 
favor of troop 
increase; against 
a timetable for 
troop withdrawal. 

Voted in 2002 to 
authorize invasion, still 
supportive; in favor of 
troop increase; against 
a timetable for troop 
withdrawal. 

Abortion Supports Roe v. 
Wade (abortion 
is legal); 
opposes ban on 
partial-birth 
abortions; 
judges should 
protect women's 
rights 

Supports Roe v. 
Wade; criticized 
Supreme Court 
decision that 
upheld ban on 
partial-birth 
abortions. 

Wants to 
overturn Roe v. 
Wade; 
supported 
Supreme Court 
decision that 
upheld ban on 
partial-birth 
abortions. 

Wants to overturn Roe 
v. Wade, but has been 
supportive in the past; 
supported Supreme 
Court decision that 
upheld ban on partial-
birth abortions. 

Illegal 
Immigration 

Supports a path 
to legalization for 
illegal 
immigrants that 
includes learning 
English and 
paying fines; 
toughen 
penalties for 
hiring illegal 
immigrants; 
voted for fence 
along Mexican 
border. 

Supports a path to 
legalization for 
illegal immigrants 
that includes 
learning English 
and paying fines; 
toughen penalties 
for hiring illegal 
immigrants; voted 
for fence along 
Mexican border. 

Give illegal 
immigrants 120 
days to register 
and leave, after 
which they could 
apply to return; 
toughen 
penalties for 
hiring illegal 
immigrants; 
finish border 
fence by 2010. 

Supports a path to 
legalization for illegal 
immigrants that 
includes learning 
English and paying 
fines; voted for fence 
along Mexican border. 

 
 

 



GABY RAILEANU RUNS FOR CHAI LIFELINE  
Esther Santer  

 
 On Sunday, January 27, our very own Gaby Raileanu ran a half-marathon (13.1 miles!!) 
ƛƴ CƭƻǊƛŘŀ ƛƴ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ƻŦ /Ƙŀƛ [ƛŦŜƭƛƴŜΦ /Ƙŀƛ [ƛŦŜƭƛƴŜ ƛǎ ŀƴ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƘŀǘ άǇǊƻǾƛŘŜǎ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ǘƻ 
Jewish families with terminally ill children as well as runs Camp Simcha, a two week summer 
ŎŀƳǇ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƻǎŜ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΦέ {ƘŜ ƛǎ ōŀŎƪ ŦǊƻƳ CƭƻǊƛŘŀ ƴƻǿ ǿŜŀǊƛƴƎ ŀƴ ŀǿŜǎƻƳŜ 
running T-shirt and a medal around her neck and has agreed to answer a few questions about 
her amazing experience. Go Gaby! 

 

Esther:  Hey Gaby! Ok, first of all. Are your 

legs ok? It looks like your ankles are all 

wrapped up. 

Gaby:  Yeah, my legs are really sore and I 

ƘŀǾŜ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ōŀŘ ōƭƛǎǘŜǊǎ ƻƴ Ƴȅ ŦŜŜǘ ǎƻ ƛǘΩǎ 

really hard to walk.  

EΥ  ¢ƘŀǘΩǎ Ǝƻǘǘŀ ōŜ ŦǳƴΦ What made you 

decide to take up the challenge of running 

13.1 miles? 

GΥ  L ŘǳƴƴƻΧL ǿŀǎ Ƨǳǎǘ ƳƻǘƛǾŀǘŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ 

when that guy came and told us about it 

and I thought it would be a great challenge 

to take on and would be a great thing to do 

for the kids. 

E:  What did you do to prepare for the 

marathon? 

GΥ  L ǘǊŀƛƴŜŘΣ L ǊŀƴΧ L ǘǊŀƛƴŜŘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ WΧ L 

ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿΦ L ōŀǎƛŎŀƭƭȅ Ƨǳǎǘ Ǌŀƴ ŀƴŘ ǿŀƭƪŜŘ ŀ 

lot. 

E:  So you went to Florida for the 

marathon? How was that? 

G:  It was great. It was beautiful and our 

hotel was like right on the beach. And it was 

beautiful weather, and actually, I left St. 

Louis and it was 13 degrees, and then I got 

to Florida, and it was like so warm and 

beautiful. 

E:  Anything funny happen while you were 

there? 

GΥ  ¦ƳΧƴƻǘ ǊŜŀƭƭȅΣ ōǳǘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǿŀȅ ōŀŎƪΣ I 

had to be pushed in a wheelchair through 

the airports, and I met some interesting 

people there. 

E:  Did you bring anyone with you? 

G:  My mom. 

E:  What kinds of things did you do in 

Florida to get pumped for the marathon? 

G:  We had a pre-race pasta party and they 

had speeches and videos and people to 

motivate us and a running coach and stories 

that could really get us running. And over 

Shabbos, we had meals together with 

people speaking. 

E:  Were there a lot of other runners there? 

G:  Yea. There were 230 Chai Lifeline 

runners and 15,000 runners total. 

E:  Wow! How early did you wake up to 

run? 

G:  I had to wake up at 3:30. 

E:  How long did it take to run? 

GΥ  ²ŜƭƭΣ LΩƳ ƴƻǘ ǎŀȅƛƴƎ Ƴȅ ǘƛƳŜΣ ōǳǘ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ 

a pretty good time. I was not too fast, not 

too slow. 

 



EΥ  ¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ŀǿŜǎƻƳŜΦ Iƻǿ ǿŜǊŜ ȅƻǳ ŦŜŜƭƛƴƎ 

when you finished? 

G:  Relieved and proud of myself and 

ŀŎŎƻƳǇƭƛǎƘŜŘ ŀƴŘ L ŘǳƴƴƻΧL ǿŀǎ Ƨǳǎǘ ƘŀǇǇȅ 

that I finished. 

E:  Would you ever do it again? 

G:  Yes, actually, I was just talking about 

how I wanna do another marathon and 

train properly and really do the exact 

training I should do. 

E:  Was there any kind of celebration when 

the marathon finished? 

G: Yes, we had a huge barbecue buffet 

thing. 

E:  Cool! How much money for Chai Lifeline 

was made all together? 

G:  About one million dollars. 

E:  Any advice for all those other runners 

out there? 

G:  You can do it! Just keep training. 

E:  Well, thank you so much! Talk to you 

later. 

 
Some recent pictures taken around 

ǘƘŜ ƎƛǊƭǎΩ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΧ 

  



    COLLEGE CORNER 
Mme White 

 
Financial Aid Questions to Ask Colleges: 
 

1. What kind of financial assistance 
does the college offer: need-based, 
merit-based or both?  

2. Can the college provide an early 
estimate of what our financial aid 
award might be?  

3. What forms are needed in order to 
apply?  

4. When are financial aid applications 
due?  

5. What costs for a student are taken 
into account by the financial aid 
office?  Tuition, room, board, 
transportation?  What about 
additional expenses such as books, 
fees, computers and personal 
expenses?  

6. What is included in the 
comprehensive fee?  For example, 
do students have to pay extra for 
computer time or to attend campus 
events (concerts, plays, films, 
lectures, athletic events, etc.)?  

7. When will we be notified about the 
amount of assistance we can 
expect?  

8. Does the institution have an appeal 
process to review special 
circumstances?  

9. Is there a commitment for financial 
assistance beyond the first year?  

10. How and when do we apply for 
financial assistance after the first 
year?  

11. What if we do not qualify for need-
based aid?  Are there alternative 
financing options available?  

12. What grants, loans and work-study 
opportunities does the college 
offer?  Are there any we might be 
eligible for?  

13. What is the average student loan 
ƛƴŘŜōǘŜŘƴŜǎǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƭƭŜƎŜΩǎ 
graduates?  

14. Is there a restriction to the length of 
time that financial assistance will 
continue?  

15. How long does it typically take a 
student to graduate from this 
college? Four years? Longer?  

16. What impact do scholarships from 
outside sources have on other 
financial aid?  

17. Can we apply financial aid toward an 
off-campus study program, either in 
the U.S or another country?  

18. ²Ƙŀǘ ƘŀǇǇŜƴǎ ƛŦ ƻǳǊ ŦŀƳƛƭȅΩǎ 
financial situation changes 
substantially during the school year?  

19. Are there payment options 
available, such as monthly or 
quarterly?  

 
 

Please check the bulletin boards for the upcoming SAT/ACT test dates and 
registration dates.
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Avigayil Goldson 

 
 What is your opinion of the 
ACT/SATs? Do you think that they are an 
accurate representation of your 
intelligence, or do you think 
these tests do not fully show 
your knowledge? What do you 
think of the idea that colleges 
forget these tests all together? 
People who received good 
scores might have trouble 
accepting this idea, but for 
students who get good grades in 
school, but are not good test 
takers, this might be exactly 
what they are looking for. 
 In December a large number of 
students in school took the ACTs for the 
second time. All of us had already taken the 
test, and most of us needed to bring our 
scores up to get accepted to the college of 
our choice. We nervously waited through 
the rest of December and most of January 
and then one Shabbos the scores came. 
Well mine came a few days later, but 
almost everyone else received his or her 
scores. When asked about their scores, 
ǎƻƳŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǎŀƛŘΣ άhƘ Ƴȅ ƎƻǎƘΣ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǘŀƭƪ 
ŀōƻǳǘ ƛǘέΦ hƪ ǘƘŜƴ L ƎǳŜǎǎ ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎ ŀ ǎƻǊŜ 
topic, but when we talked other people 
ǘƘŜȅ ǿƻǳƭŘ ǎŀȅΣ άƎǳŜǎǎ ǿƘŀǘΚ L ǿŜƴǘ ǳǇ т 
ǇƻƛƴǘǎΗέ ²Ŝ ǎŀǿ ǉǳƛǘŜ ŀ ǿƛŘŜ ǎǇŜŎǘǊǳƳ ƻŦ 
scores in our class, and many people were 
unhappy with their scores while others 
were ecstatic. When looking at the people 
and the scores they received, we did not 
understand how some people did so well, 
and others so poorly. We saw how the 
scores did not show the true knowledge of 
the individuals, and because some people 

may not have had a good day, or may not 
be good test takers this may impact the 
college they get into. On the other hand, a 

student who does not pay attention in 
class, but tests well may get into the 
college of his choice. 
 Recently many colleges have 
decided the ACTs or the SATs are not 
true representations of the individual, 
and they have started either not 
looking at the test scores, or they do 
not weigh them heavily. Ivy League 
colleges have stopped looking at test 
scores because all the applicants get 

36 on the SAT or a 2400 on the SAT and it 
has stopped holding importance to the 
admissions offices. People have started 
thinking colleges should stop looking at 
these scores because a person could be at 
the top of his class but not test well, and 
therefore not get a good test score, and not 
get into the college of hi choice. 
 Personally I think ACT and SAT 
scores are not good sources of information 
on an individual. Some people are better 
test takers than others, and some people 
have the finances or connections to take 
classes to be assured of a higher grade, 
while others try to do their best by 
themselves, and sometimes would benefit 
from extra help, but their parents will not 
allow it.  
 These are just 
some ideas about the 
current testing situation 
and what some of the 
students here at Block 
think of the ACT/SATs. 

Tell us what you 
think!  Email us!   
Are standardized tests 

a fair way for schools to 

judge applicants? 

Send your thoughts on 

the issue to 

yellyozar@aol.com. 
 


